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‘W ast week we gave an excellent article on the

: bject of ‘“our publishing interests,” from the

W of Bishop Andrew. This week we give be-

& another article on the same subject, from the

W of Rev. R. A. Abbey, that our readers may

$ve some idea of the views entertained on this
ject by different persons.. :We are by no

Bans prepared to endorse all the views expressed

% Bro. Abbey ; still, there is much in his article

Bl worthy of attention.

$'We copy from the Nashville C. Advocate :

3 OUR PUBLISHING INTERESTS,

' Mr. Epmror : I agree with you that material

janges are necessary in the framework of our
fblishing interests. Several things are required
j be done in the practical working of the busi-
pss ; and as you ask for suggestions in this line,
very cheerfully give you a few of such as I have
r hand. ‘

-1st; In order to anything like a thorough
preading of books over the country, commensu-
te somewhat with the necessities of the case,
pd the ability and dignity of the Church, the
ork must be done mainly by means of local
bonference Societies ; and they must operate, to
least a gréat extent, by means of colportenrs
roper. A few, and but a few, books can be sold
ly merely offering them for sale, and through
he%reachers. We must carry them into the
puntry to where the people live,. We must cre-
te o demand by furnishing supplies—and a fur-
her and further demand by further and further
upplies, and so0 on, S
" 2d. These Conference Societies are each one
t home, and can do more there than any other
erson or society can.  They know all the local
ircumstances, and all the local circomstances
now them. The Mississippi Conference Book
nd Tract Society, for instance, can put into cir-
ulation, in the bounds of this conference, more
jooks and tracts than the Publishing House and
11 the other conference societies together can di-
ectly. And so of each other society working at
ome. o :

3d. These conference societies must, if we ex-
ect to work to advantage, do something worth
rhile, and avoid eommercial embarrassment—
ustain themselves, and not hang continually on
he paps of the Publishing House. The legiti-
nate business of the Pablishing House is the ma-
ufacture and sale of books. But beretofore we
ave been making it commission-merchant-general
or the whole Church. Then in this way you
eed a capital of several millions—and even then
t will not work to advantage—for the business
n each section of couptry must be conducted by
ome persons organized into & society, or, other-
vise, who are on the spot ;- and there is all over
he world so much Auman nature in maukind, that
nen will take greaterinterestin the management
nd control of a capital and business with a lo-
al, bome character, than that which is ounly the
ommon interest and property of the Church and,
ountry generally. , v -

4th. Careful examination and sound experience
vill teach that it is better, safer, and more pgy-
lent, both in the commercial and ecclesiasti
spects, to raise this local Conference capital for
ocal operation, not by donation exactly, bat in a
vay that will keep the persons who furnish the:
noney identified and in connection with the en-
erprise_by a continuous interest-in its snccess, so
3 to secure their constaut sympathy, co-opera-
ion and support. In this way you have not only
, patron, but a fast friend and active supporter,
o disseminate information, distribute catalogues,
nd secure and send forward custom, in every
eighborhood, away back and all over the coun-
ry. He is himself interested in his neighbor-
100d school, the Suunday school, and his neigh-
orhood generally. He has a catalogue and a
rood word for the schoolmaster, the Sabbath
chool teacher and the neighbor—and in this way
an throw not a little custom in the way of the
Jonfereuce Agent ; and in this way, too, he will
0 all likelihood, if you arrange the matter judi-
iously, repay back to the society, or agent, four
imes the amount of pecuniary interest he has in
he business.
his ; but take them all together they will. Men
vho are willing to iuvest a considerable sum of
noney—say one, or two, or five hundred dollars,
1 & business of this sort—are men of enterpris-
ng and active benevolence, and are not, as a ge-
eral thing, going to turn heedlessly away from
n association of large benevolent outlay, of
hich he himself forms a part, which he has as-
sted in raisiog up, and in which he, and his chil-
ren after him, have a continuous interest. It is
elieved 1o be better for the saciety to raise money
1 this way than by a clear donation—for then
he douor feels aud takes no special interest in
he matter.

5th. The interest may be fixed or contingent.
\ fixed interest is best for both parties. Let the
ontributor have an annual stipend zn books, pro-
ortionate to the amount of his investment. This,
t the same time that it is better than cash to
im and his children, is, when the agent pays cash
or all his books, (which should always be the
ase,) only sixty cents in the dollar to the soci-
ty. The advantages of this plan are—First, it
ecures the money—several preliminary matters
eing well arranged—promptly, certaiunly, suffi-
ienty.  Second, it secures so far the great end
ve all have in view—-it spreads the books. One
f the oldest and most enterprising and prominent
tembers of our Conference, writing me a short
ime since, from the lower end of the Conference,
n the subject of the line of policy established by
ur Board of Managers; says :

“I like this item very much. It willsbe the
teans of spreading the books; and the great
lea of the Concern is to spread the books.
Vithout spreading the books I would not give a
ent for it.” ’

That is sensible. The same thing that spreads
he books fosters the mercantile aspect of the bu-
iness. This annuity in books and tracts will, in
ome cases, be called for, and some not. They
vill be called for: First, where they are needed
or family use ; and in these cases the society of
ourse greatly prefers they should be called for.
"hese are the places where we want to “spread
he books.”  Second, the annuity will be called
or In tracts, where the person is willing, himself
or fam ily, to distribute tracts where they are
eeded 5 and in these cases you have secured a
tact distributor to that extent, without cost to
he society’s funds.

Many wealthy persons, not particularly in need
f either books or money, would not receive the
huuity as such, but will pay for books when they
°t them.  Many tell me so on subscribing. My
elief is, that in" $22,000 now subscribed to our
3uok and Tract Society, about two-thirds or
@l‘ee-fgurths of the anuuities will be called for
ither iy books or tracts for distribution, or both.
: ::r %nmnfies are to be “ applied for within the

6th. In order to raise this

capital promptly

nd well, it shonld be in sums of not less than one
Let the quarters and dimes go
And for this purpose you need
Way of an encouraging premium
Several ends at the same time.

undred dollars,
nto other funds,
omething in the
hat will answer

‘chase of goods.

Each aund every one may not do |

1st, it should be substantially and permanently
useful to the family ; 2d, it should be strikingly
unique and sufficiently genteel ; 3d, it should pos-
sess sufficient novelty to make it attracting ; 4th,
it should be or possess the character of a souve-
nir of the most chionological and far-reaching na-
ture, going down the stream of one’s posterity, if
not to the end at least part way there ; 5th, it
should be what is not now known in society—an
instrument for the perpetual conveyance of the
genealogical statistics of a family downwards.
This may be a little * farther along” than the
life-membership certificates which have so well
served their purpose. Perhaps all the better for
that. I could not explain this item to you as we
have it arranged without taking toe much time,
and a ‘partial explanation would be worse than
none. It may suffice to say that it admirably
supplies a desideratum in the perpetuity of the
genealogical statistics of a family, and takes well
and isregarded as valuable.

Tth.—The capital of the society should be
held strictly as capital, not to be increased or di-
minished by the current business of the society.
All profits coming in from all quarters ; profits on

sales, donations procured by the agent or agents, -

legacies, etc., should be expended annually in the
gratuitous distribution of tracts and books some-
where ; or, which is the same thing, the support
of colporteurs, where their profits on sales will
not support them. In this way the society can
neither become richer nor poorer. If you wish to
enlarge your business raise your capital ; but let
the capital remain untouched, except in the par-
Let all purchases be made for
cash, and of course sales will be made for cash,

or, at wholesale, to merchauts for negotiable pa-

per, or to preachers,—as the agent and society
are on the spot and well acquainted with each
one, on such time and in such way as may best
accommodate them, and secure, in the safest way
the end we have in view.

8th.—There will be very little difficulty, none
in fact, in raising a separate fund, by donation,;
to defray -the expeunse of the premiums above
spoken of ; and the annuities to shareholders, on
a capital of twenty-five or thirty or forty thou-
sand dollars, will require in their payment but a
small portion of the annual collections of an agent.
So you have a clear capital of whatever the
amount may be, in cash, unburdened to the
amount of a dollar in any way. °

The plan on which we are working in this Con-

)

ference has been carefully matured by competent™

business men.  Its legal aspect, its commercial
aspect, and its ecclesiastical agpect has been suf-
ficiently looked into. ~ And every man who has
had the matter explained to him, or who uunder-
stands it, 8o far as I know, pronounces it the most

'promising: eccclesiastical enterprise he has seen,

except perhaps a very few who have been heard

of, who seem not to have examined the matter
‘only upon mere ramor. . I could give you the

names of more than three hundred men who have

looked into it, safe, prudent, business men, and
‘who approve of it most heartily and give it their
cordial support.

I have heard several first class
business men declare it founded on a more solid
commercial basis, in their judgment, than any
mere mercantile house is in the common course
of business. For myself, I do not hesitate to
believe, with what mereaitile education I have
been able to-acquire in sixteen years’ close labor

in the heavy channels of-commerce, that our plan

of book - distribution, for a local operation, is a
good one. Experience may indicate improvement
inmatters of detail, as we pass along, which ought

'to be carefully noted, and no doubt will be by

those who may succeed us in the Board of
Agency.

Our capital stock, at present, is fixed at $25, -
000. For a legal reason we could not make it
larger at this sime ; and in fact we then thought
that that figure would answer very well ; but
further experience and consaltation with sub-
stantial business men, inclines to the belief that
we shall ask its enlargement to fifty or one hun-
dred thousand at the next meeting of the Legis-
lature, provided our Couference shall, at its next
session, deem it advisable.

Money invested and used in this way, it cannot
but be seen, is precisely equivalent to that sum
in the hands of the agents at Nashville. We
have twenty-three Conferences. Ours is, it may
be presumed, about an averege as to ability. We
can easily raise a capital of fifty thousand dollars.
Now if each conference would raise a fund to
average even thirty thousand, you have an ag-
gregate of $690,000 ; or if only twenty thousand
be the average, you have a fraction uuder half a
million. This can be doue if we will say so. Tr.ere
can be no difficulty in raising such amounts in
each conference, as experience shall determine,
can be safely and prudently used in this way.
We have only to uudertake it in a right spirit.

The Publishing House should, in our judgment,
have a sufficient capital, by endowment in some
way, to enable the agents to push forward their
catalogue rapidly, and to publish books in suffi-
cient quantities to meet a demand five times

greater than they have heretofore had; and these -

orders should be accompauied with cash, at least
from the conference societies.

With a Publishing House in such eircumstan-
ces and relation, and societies of this sort in each
Conference, you can do something in the way of
book and tract distribution worthy of the Church,
the country and the age, and make a moral and
religious impression upon society ; and you will
sooun place Methodism where it belongs.

R. ABBEY,
Agent Book and Tract Society, Miss. Conf.

ARE rHE WoMEN 10 Braumk ?—The erisis has
raised the question whether crineline. is to be
blamed for it. The womew’s uaccount is being
made out, and the balance is against them. St.
Paul’s prescription for womauly attire would, if
followed, have altered the case. = The letter of
our elegant foreign correspondent, this veek, will
give interest to the following item on Brussels
lace. The New York Herald thus holds forth :

“The total value of the imports for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1856, was $314,639,942,
of which, for articles of luxury consumed by wo-
men, we have spent $43,624,5658. Forty-three
millions of dollars | That is equal to the whole
product of the gold mines in California for one
year—and that would have more than sufficed to
have saved us from the crisis.  Of this sum $31,-
218,766 were paid for silks and manufactares of
silks ; $6,376,853 for laces and embroideries ;
shawls, $2,529,771; gloves, $1,344,550 ; furs,
$864,731 ; jewelry, $844,630 ; silk and worsted
piece goods, $1,335,241.

We expended two millions more for silk than
for sugar, and so on. We have omitted many
items which would tell agaiust the women, as it
may be urged that men consume a portion of the
articles above enumerated.  The articles ommit-
ted, ‘bijouterie, artificial flowers, French shoes
and boots, fancy articles, and the thousand-aud-
oue fripperies that make up that wonderful mys-
tery, a fashionable woman’s attire, woald more
than balance the account. There is a fittle item
of $42,000 for perfumed soap, which is quite a

good index to the whole thing.”

‘blue lips twitched,

November,

Now the wind moans dull and drear,
Misty vapors cloud the plain,

Whilst November’s leaflets sear
Throb against the window pane.

What though now we can no more
On the skies of summer gaze,
Let the poker’s aid restore
June’s bright substitute—a blaze.

Doubtless on that coal you’ve hurled
Ruthless o’er the centre bar,

In the pre-deluvian world
Glanced the lost Pleiades star.

Perchance an oak, whose branches bent,
Witnessed many a tryst of love,

Whose gnarled and mossy stems have sent
A sigh responsive through the grove,

When first the world was fresh and young,
. And patriarchs watched thine acorns drop,
Whilst birds that chased the summer, sang,
First waited on thy leafy top.

And now old oak, that thus hath been
For centuries of leaves bereft.
Since thou canst tell not what thou’st seen,
Well make the most of thee that’s left ;—-
So ply the poker—touch it lightly—
Now the fire is blazing brightly.

A Well-Bestowed Charity.

A noble-hearted widow lady was walking ont
one morning in the streets of Cincinnati, whéh a
poor lad, with tattered garments, solicited her
charity. His voice was very sad, and his hun-
ger-piuched face, and thin half-frozen hands, at-
tracted, irresistibly, the lady’s attention,

““Where is your mother, my poor child?” she

-said very kindly.

“She is dead, ma’am,” he replied. .
“And your father?”
“Dead, too,” said the little fellow;
» as he shivered in the keen
wintry air. o '
* Have you nobody to take care of you, and
give you food and clothes?” ;
‘“ No ma’am; nobody cares anything abont me
now,” sobbed the child ; the voice of woman’s
sympathy unsealing the fountain of his lonely,
desolate heart. ' : .
‘“Then come with me, and I will give you some

Ifood; and she took the poor boy by the hand and

led him into her pleasant home, where his imme-
diate wants were quickly supplied. "She then
gave him over to the care of a waiter, who brought

‘him back after an hour or two, which had been
-spent in bathing, brushing out his tangled hair,

and dressing him in a plain, clean suit of child’s
clothing.

He looked quite another boy when he entered
the cheerful sitting-room again, and the lady’s

‘heart warmed toward bim as she drew him to her

side. Could she send him back into the cold and
evil world again? Could she see the door closed
after that thin, frail little figure, and feel no self-
reproach ? - No! he should not leave her. She
had an abundance of ‘this world’s store, and he
should be trained up uuder her roof; and who
can tell whether he night not prove a useful
man in society, and a blessing to her declining
years. S ,

The boy was sent to school, and soon made
rapid progress, showing that he possessed talents
far above the ordinary level. He entered college
early; and while there, it was with the deepest
joy and thanksgiving to Grod, that his adopted
mother learned, in a letter overflowing with love
for ber, that he had become the subject .of: re-
newing grace, and that he designed entering on
a course of theological studies as soon as his col-
legiate course was completed.

Her highest anticipations were now fully real-
ized, and with an overflowig heart she blessed
the Lord for his infinite mercy. She saw him
graduate with the second houor of the class, and
felt a mother’s pride as she pressed his hand after
the commencement exercises were over,  His eve
was bright with hope and excitement as he bent
it lovingly on her, and gave her his arm as they
left the crowded hall ; hers were dim with tears
of pleasure, o

The same success which had attended him
through college were also achieved in the semin-
ary, and he entered on: bis lubors as a pastor with
a zeal and whole-keartedness which was richly
crowned by the Diviue blessing.

He now ranks among the first doctors of Di-
vinity in our coumtry, and has been emineutly
useful in the vineyard of his Master. Many who
now rejoice in the hope of salvation through
Jesus, trace their first couviction of sin to his
earnest, faithful preaching, and we trust that the
Great Head of the Church will spare him yet
many years to labor in the cause in which he has
devoted his life, and that he may still be able to
cheer the grave-ward journey of his gencrous
benefactress even down to the dark valley and
shadow of death.—New York Chronicle.

Tre Fivaxcisn Revorurion Aeroap—ITow 17
Wogrks.—The money panic is not to be coufined
to the United States, that is certain. Read the
foreign news and see how—as we are just getting
over it here—they are getting into it, heels over
head, there. On the Continent it has already
assumed the form of a violent epidemic—spread
ing far and near, and carrying destruction in-its
track. 'This is no exagureation  The facts bear
it all ont. Thus, the Bank of France threatens
to raise the rate of discount; the Bank of Hol-
land runs up its rates to 55 per cent.; the Bank
of Prussia 6% per cent. As usual, in the midst
of such a revolution, moral delinquencies and
deeds of desperation frightfully increase. As
witness, the blowing out of the brains of a prom-
inent stock jobber at Vieuna, and the disappear-
ance of another with £25,000 belonging to his
creditors; likewise the disappearance from the
Paris Bourse of two speculators—one with a de-
ficit of three millions, and the otlier of one mil-
lions eight hundred thouasand francs. So we go.
Tarkey, too, is “tight” as well us we Christiaus.
The infidels’ paper money, we are told, has fallen
20 per cent.

The squall in Europe, then, is but the begin-
ning. When they fully realize ““the situation”
ou this side, look out for breakers both in Eng-
land -aud on the Continent.— IV, Y. Ezpress.

Leary 10 Swn—To be a good swimmer is
not only to possess a manly accomplishment, bat
it is one of those means of self-protection without
which o::e must Live in frequeut danger. In all
the great disasters on our lakes and rivers, by
burning or sinking boats, it is evident that a large
proportion of the lives lost are those who cannot
swim, and are thus reduced to utter helplesness
at a tiwe when they most need all their power.
The husband or father is as feeble and useless as
the wife or daughter he would save. It is cheer-
ing to read occasionally of ladies declining the
assistance of male friends, and with the coolness
of conscious power, waiting until the proper mo-
ment to spring into the water and swim to help.
Such an incidént bappened on Lake George last
summer, and again on the Mississippi this season.
In each of these instances a lady swam nearly a
mile without assistance. Children should be
taught to swim in early life. Boys aud girls
should be taught as soon as they are eight or
nine years old; and once acquired, the art is
never forgotten.

and the

| cultural proceedings

Jefferson’s Portrait of Washington.

The subjoined sketch of the life, character and
services of Washington is from the pen of Mr.
Jefferson, ‘and is to be found in a letter of his te
Dr. Walker Jones, dated at Monticello, January
2d, 1814. “It is a powerfully drawn picture, and
being entitely free from fulsome panegyrie, or at-
tempt at’exaggeration, we commend it to the
careful atténtion of our readers, as embodying in
a short space all that need be said of that great
and good man. It is written in the concise and
vigorous style for which its illustrious author was
so remarkable, and is worthy of being treasured
in the memory of every admirer of the ““ Father
of his Country,” or theimmortal writer and signer
of the Daclaration of Independence.

. ¢TI think I knew General Washington inti-
mately andl thoroughly;and were I called -on to de-
lineate hischaracter,it should bein termslikethese:

His mind was great and powerful, without

| being of -the wery first order; his penetration

strong, without being so acute asthat of Newton,
Bacon or-Locke ; and as far as he saw no judg-
ment was ever sounder. It was slow in opera-
tion, being "little aided by invention or imagina-
tion, but sure.tn conclusion.

Heones £hiveommon remark of his officers, of

| the advantage he derived from councils of war,

where, hearing all suggestions, be selected which-
ever was best; and certainly no general ever
planned his battles more judiciously.  But if de-
ranged during the course of action, if any member
of his plan was distracted by certain circumstan-
ces, he was slow in a re-adjustment. The conse-
quence was that he often failed in the field, and
rarcly against an encmy in station, as at Boston
or New York. He was incapable of fear, meet-
ing personal danger with the calmest unconcern,

- Perhaps the strongest feature in his character
was prudepce, never acting until every circum-
stance, every consideration was maturely weighed;
refraining if he saw a doubt ; but when once de-
cided guing through with his purpose whatever
obstacles opposed. His integrity was most pure,
his justice the most inflexible I have ever known.
No motives of interest or consanguinity, of friend-
ship or hatred, being able to bias his decision.
He was, indeed, in every sense of the word, a
wise, a good and great man.,

His temper was paturally irritable and high-

toned, but reflection and resolution had obtained
a firm and bhabitual ascendeucy over it. If ever,
however, it broke its bouuds, he was tremendous
in his wrath.

In his expenses he was honorable but exact,
liberal in contributions to whatever promised
utility, but frowning and unyielding in all vision-
ary projects, and all unworthy calls for charity.
His heart was not warm in its affections, but he
exactly calcalated every man’s value, and gave
him a solid esteem proportioned to it.  His per-
son, you-know, was fine, his stature exactly what
one would wish, his deportment easy, erect and

.noble, the best horsewan of his age, and the most

graceful figure that could be seen on horse-back.
Although in the circle of his frieuds, where he
might be wnreserved with “saféty, he took
free share in conversatinn, his colloquial talents
were not above mediocrity, neither possessing
copiousness of ideas.

An puplic, when called on for his opinion, he
was unready, short and embarrassed. Yet he
wrote readily, rather diffusely, in an easy and
correct' style. This he had acquired by conver-
sation with the world, for his education was
werely reading, writing and common arithmetic,
to which he added surveying at a later day.

Hix time was employed in action chiefly, read-
ing little, and that only in agriculture and Eng-
lish history. Iis correspondence became neces-
sarily extensive, and, with journalizing his agri-

gs, occupied most of his leisure
hours in doors.  Ou the whole, his character was
in its mass perfect—in nothing bad; in few points
indifferent; and it may troly be said, that never
did uvature and fortune combine more perfectly to
make & man - great, and place him in the same
coustellation with whatever worthivs have mer-
ited from man an everlasting remembraunce; for
his was the singnlar destiny and merit of leading
the armies of hLis country through an arduous war,
for establishment of its independence, of conduct-
ing its councils through the birth of a govern-
ment, new in its forms and principles, until it had
settled down intw a quiet and orderly train; and
of scrupulously obeying the laws through the
whole of his carcer, civil and military; of which
the history of the world furuish no other exam-
ple. I felt ou his death, with my countrymen,
that ‘verily a great man hath this day fallen in
Isracl?” T

.Camr MEeETiNGs.—A good old Methodist broth-
er a few days ago gave o lecture on camp meet-
ings, which impressed ns more favorably with
these institutions than we were wont to believe.
He held that their prototype might be seen in
grove meetings instituted by God himself, and if
the authority of the Bible be relied on, that they
are right. The ancient Israelites used to dwell
“seven days in Looths made of the boughs of
goodly branches of palm trees, and the boughs of
thick trees, and willows ot the brooks, to rejoice
before the Lord” Camp meetings were com-
menced by the Presbyteriuns, Baptists, and Meth-
odists in this country, aud they held their first
meetings on the baunks of the Red River, in the
State of Kentucky, in the year 1799. They
were originated in the South, by two brothers,
named McGee, one a Methodist and the other a
Presbyterian.  They left Tennessee on a religious
expedition to Ohio, and while traveling stopped
at a settlement on the river to participate in
sacramental exercises, The ueighbors collected
and ivvited the brothers to hold forth.  In a few
days the Methodist brother got .all the hearers,
aud the Presbyterian retired.

Thousands assewbled from the surrounding
villages, providing themselves with tents and pro-
visions, aud when the exercises closed, hundreds
weut Liome rejoicing.  Our pious friend argued
that in getting up camp meetings, they only pur-
sue the course which educational and political
associations adopt, and that if secular bodies hold
couveutions, get up mass meetings, print flourish-
ing placards, advertise distinguished speakers,
and resort to clap trap in order to get up excite-
meut, they have an equal right to hold geueral
couvocations, and thus animate each other by
their pressence. Auwother argument used, was
that Jehovah used to unite his ancient people in
the bonds of fellowship by ordination of feasts,
which required them to congregate, and hold so-
cial intercourse in the Holy City, and when they
became wicked their return to those festivals was
instrumental in their restoration.

Again, he said, that in church in towns and
villages there was a certain degree of restraint,
but ut camp meetings when the Spirit moved a
brother, he felt no delicacy in jumping up six feet
aud exclaiming, with a stentorian voice, “ Glory
to God.” Camp meetings were good places to
get relief from the formality of city churches,
with their pomp and parade; in nature’s own
temple one could give full vent to the outgush-
ings of his feelings.

He believed that Christians ought, if they fult
like it, praise God as loudly as the politician cheers
his candidate.— Columbus Times and Sentinel.

Tre DiscipLINE oN DaNciNG.—A case came up
before the late Teunnessee Conference, which, as
the Episcopal decision is already published abroad,
we give for its general interest, from the Vash-
ville Advocate :

As this matter has excited some interest, and
involves the reputation of the Church, the late
Tennessee Annual Conference, by vote, requested
the editor to make a brief statement of the facts
in the case, and of the decision of the Bishop, on
a question of law submitted to him by appeal.

This we now propose to do as briefly as practi-
cable, and without partiality.

At the Fourth Quarterly Meeting Conference
for 1856, an objection was urged to Mr. Elliott’s
character, because he had dancing taught in the
boarding-house connected with the Nashville Fe-
male Academy, which is under the immediate
control of Mr. Elliott. The Conference passed a
resolution disapproving the dancing. At the
Fourth Quarterly Meeting for 1857 the pastor of
the Charch renewed the complaint ; and after
hearing Mr. Elliott’s defence a majority refused
to pass his character. The presiding elder then
stated to the conference that Mr. Elliott was be-
fore the body subject to charge for * improper

| conduct,” ay specified in -theDiscipline in the fol-| Sta

lowing words, viz. :

“ Quest,—What shall be done when a local
elder, deacon, or preacher, js reported to be guilty
of improper tempers, words or actions ?

“ Aus.—The person so offending shall be re-
prehended by the preacher having eharge. Should
a sccond transgression take place, one, two, or
three faithful friends are to be tuken as witnesses.
{f he be not then cured, he shall be tried at the
next Quarterly Conference, and if fouud guilty
and impenitent be shall be expelled from the
Church.”

It appeared, in the investigation of the case,
that Mr. Elliott had dancing regularly taught in
his boarding-house, This he admitted ; but de-
nied it was sinful or improper conduct, and was
not condemned by the law of the Church ; that
the law cited by the presiding elder had no appli-
cation to his conduct ; that the dancing taught
in his house was for exercise, health and cheer-
fulness. :

After considerable investigation the Quarterly
Conference appealed from the decision of the
presiding elder-as to the application of the law
in this case. "The appeal was carried to the de-
cision of the Bishop presiding at the late Tennes-
see Conference, Mr. Elliott acquiescing. It was
further reque-ted by those appealing that the
question be taken to the College of Bishops at
their vext aonual meeting, that' a full expression
of opinion might be given, Mr. Elliott pledgiog
himself, as we understand, to abide the decision
of the Dbishops, and that the Church, in case the
bishops decide against him, should have no fur-
ther trouble with the matter. C
" When the appeal was submitted to Bishop
Early, he stated there- is but one way by which
the case can come to the College of Bishops, viz:
the appeal must be made to the bishop presiding
at the Aonual Conference. He delivers his opin-
ion, and then his administration goes hefore the
College of Bishops for the sanction or disappro-
val of his colleagues. In this instance the Bishop,
after carefully investigating the matter, affirmed
and sustained the decision of the presiding elder,

and caused to be placed on record the following.|

written opinion

“It is contrary to the spirit of the Discipline,
and of the New Testament, to teach the art and
science of modern dancing anywhere, and, there-
fore, the decision of the presiding elder, from
which the Quarterly Meeting Conference of Mec-
Kendree Charge, in the city of Nashville, has ap-
pealed, be and the same is hereby affirmed.

 QOctober 9, 1857, J Earry”

Give Gop frs Dav.—Reader, do not be a
robber. He that steals breaks God’s eighth com-
maundment.  Above all, do not rob God. Sun-
day is God’s property. Give God his day.

I do entreat you, for your soul’s sake, not to
profane the Sabbath, but to keep it holy. Do
not buy and sell, or idle your time on Sunday.
Let not the example of all around you, nor the
invitation of compaunions—Iet none of these things
move you te depart from this settled rule : that
God's day shall be given to God.

The Sabbath is oue of the greatest blessings
which God has given to man. Do not make a
bad use of this blessing. He that cannot give
God his Sunday is unfit for heaven. Heaven is
an eternal Sunday. Oh, while you live, give God
his day. .

Ouce give over caring for the Sabbath and in
the end you will give over caring for your soul.
The steps which led to this conclusion are easy
and regular. Begin with not honoring God’s
day, and you will soon not honor God’s house ;
cease to honor God’s house, and you will soon
cease to honor God’s book ; cease t0 honor God’s
book, and by-and-by you will give God no honor
at all.  Let a man lay the foundation of haviug
no Sabbath, and I am never surprised if he fin-
ishes with the topstone of having no God. Itis
a remarkable saying of Judge Hale, *“ Orf all the
persous who were convicted of capital crimes,
while he was upon the bench, he found only a
few who would not confess, on inquiry, that they
begau their career of wickedness by a neglect of
the Sabbath.” :

Reader, resolve, by God’s help, that you will
always remember the Sabbath-day to keep it
holy. Honor it by a regular attendance at some
place where the gospel is preached.  Settle down
under a faithful ministry, and once settled let your
place in church never be empty. Give God his
day.

A Query ror Baprists.—A writer in the S,
C. Advocate addresses the following to those
whom it may concern:

Dr. Carson in his great work on baptism holds
this language:

“ My position is, that it (baptizo) always sig-
nifies to dip; mever expressing anything but mode,
Now, as L have the lexicographers amd commenta-
tors against me in this opinivm, it will be neces-
sary,” ete., ete.

Now the question that T am anxious to have
solved is this: If all the *lexicographers and
commentators” are against Dr. Carson, but a
few years ago, in assigning but one meaniug to
baplizo, How comes it to pass that “all the lexi-
cographers and commentilors” are now in favor
ouly, with the dip dogma? Baptists now con-
tend, that all the lexicons and commentators of
any note are on their side, and in favor of iw-
mersion only. I should like to know very much
indeed why and ow it has come to pass in this

age, in these times, that they prove a point they '

did not at the time of Dr. Carson’s writing? I
have made this inquiry time and again from the
pulpit, but as yet have received no answer. Now
I make this publis appeal through the press, to
see if I can obtain an answer.

A Goop Axswir—Au enlightened man once
said to an ignorant Asiatic, “ How do you kuow
that there is a God?” The savage poiuting to
the human footsteps near him, replied, “ How do
you know that men have passed this way?”

A Column of Scraps,

—

Ture Muvstacee v Tae EncLisr Porerr.—A
writer in o late London periodical states that
nearly all the English clergymen, liviog between
two and three hundred years ago, wore the mne-
tache. In the list of those who wore the beard
on the upper lip, we find the well known names
of John Donue, George Herbert, Robert Her-
bert, Jeremy Taylor, Thomas Fuller, and Robert
Soanth. The famous John Knox, and the cele-
brated John Bunyan, wore the mustache; also,
Wickliffe, Cardinal Pole, Archbishop Cranmer,
Bishops Ridley, Latimer, Jewel, Holbech, Thirl.
dey, Goodrich, Skip, Day, Archbishop Laud, and
a host of others.

Tre Drcian Sysrex 18 Auvstria,—The Aus-
trian government has decided to iatroduce the
decimal system in its currency, forthwith, New
guilders (or guldens) are to be ceined, the bun-.
dreth part of which is to be called a * Deut.”
Copper coius of a Half Deut, One Deut and Two
Dents.are to be issned, as likewise small silver
coins, of the value respectively of five, ten, fifteen
and twenty-five Deuts. The copper Kreuzers
being thus superceded, will probably be shipped

in %::‘ater abundance than ever to the United

A Currosiry.—The Selma (Als.) Sentine! bas
scen a silver coin, the property of Mr. Ellesberg,
of that city, which is said to have been used by
the Israelites before the destruction of J erusalem,
and must consequeutly be nearly eighteen hun-
dred years old. On one side is the tree of life,
and the words ‘“Jerusalem the Holy,”in Hebrew.
On the other side is an urn, on which are in-
scribed the words, ‘‘Shekel of Israel.” It is
very poor silver, and, although as large as a half
d?ll‘?r, does not contain over fifteen cents’ worth
of gilver.,

L B -

WesLEY’S Lrrerary Lasors.—Dr, Smith, in
his History of Methodism, gives in an appendix
a ligt of one hundred and eighteen distinct pabli- -
cations issued by John Wesley, besides taking
part with his brother Charles in the publication
of forty-nine poctical and musical works, These
together make two hundred and fifty volumes.
Some of them, it is true, were very short, aud
others. were merely revised editions or trausla-
tions of books which bad pleased him. But some .
among them were considerable productions.

A Texper Reproor.—A very little boy had
one day done wrong, and was sent, after parental
correction, to ask in secret the forgiveness of his .
beavenly Father. His offense bad been passion.
Anxious to hear what he would say, his nother -
followed to the door of his room. In lisping ac-
ceuts she heard him ask to be made better; never
to be angry again; and then, with childlike sim-
plicity, he added, ““Lord, make ma’s temper bet-
ter; tool”

Long-NeckED Dresses.—In the early days ot
Pennsylvania, it is said there was a law—*that
if any white female of ten years old and upward -
should appear in any public street, lane, high-
way, church, court house, tavern, ball room, thea-
tre, or any other place of public resort, with
naked shoulders, (that is, low-necked dresses,)
being able to purchase necessary clothing, shall
pay a fine of not less than one dollar, or more
than two hundred dollars.”

CLERGYMEN'S SavariEs. — Bishop Potter, of
New York, has issued a Pastoral Address, call-
ing upon the wealthy parts of his Diocese to be
more liberal and prompt in their payments of the
salaries of the clergy.  The Missiouary Comunit-
tee also announces a deficit of $2,500—a circum-
stance which the Churek Journal calls a disgrace
to the Diocese. o

. Water AND Morars.—A very slight declivity
suffices to give the running wotion to water.
Three inches per mile, in a smooth, straight chau-
nel, give a velocity of about three miles per hoar
Now, what is true of water is equally true of
morals. The best of men need only « slight push
from adversity to obtain a dowuhill momentam.
Be careful, therefore, how you lose your equilib-
rinm.

‘A lawyer, to avenge himself upon an opponent,
wrote the word ““rascal” in his hat. The owner
of the hat took it up, looked rucfully into it, and
turning to the judge, excluimed: “I claim the
protection of the honorable court. The opening
connsel has written his name in my hat, and I
have a strong suspicion that he intends to make
way with it.”

A Praver vor tiE Tives.—Lord, save me
from the sinfulness of my own heart and life!

Save me from the false doctrines, false authori-
ties, and biogtries of sectarianism!

Save me from the igunorance, folly, and iniqui-
ty of fashionable religion!

Save me from the over-valuation of anything
because it is not popular!

Save me from the awfulness of infidelity—from
oll forms of godlessness and hopelessness]

Save me from all social and political corrup-
tions and delusions]

Help me to live and die a penitent, faithfal, -
holy, and happy Bible Christian!

Firsr Merronist Meerine House 1v MAINE.—
The first Methodist meeting house built in the
State of Maine is in the town of Readfield. It
was dedicated more than sizly years ago, by Rev.
Jesse Lee. During the present scason it has
been thoroughly and beantifully rebuilt, )

SexsiBLE Apvice.—Says Mr. Micawber, “ My
other piece of advice,” Copperfield, ““ you know,
Amnual income—twenty pounds. Expenditure
—nineteen, eleven, six; result—happiness, ~An:
ual income, twenty pounds; expenditure, twenty -
pounds, aught, six; result—miscry. The blos:
som is blighted; the leaf is withered; the god of
duy goes down upon the dreary scenes; and, in
short, you are forever floored.” ’

Revricious VanpaLiss.—A curious instance of
religions vandalism happened in Lombardy a
short time ago. A gentleman at Monza, a great
lover of pictores, died. Among other valuable
old paintings he possessed two pieces by Rubens,
the only pictures by that master in Lombardy
that ‘were in private hands, one of them a zodiac,
on a copper plate, and the other a woman, 8 pop-
trait painted in oil.  The priest who had been-
called to the assistance of the dying man, refused
absolution auless these two picturcs were burat,
because he was of opinion that some of the figures
represented ou them were an offence to decency,

lued at 36,000 livres,) sues the priest’for a com-
pensation of his loss, Tl

Ficurative LiaNeuace.—How many common,
figurative expressions in our language are bor-
rowed from the art of carpentry, may be seen
from the following sentence : *“The lawyer who

filed the bill, shaved the note, cut an acquaints
~ance, split a hair, made an entry, got up a case,
framed an iudictment, impanneled a jury, pu
thew into a box, nailed a witness, hammered a
judge and bored a whole court, all in ove day, hag
| since laid down law and tarned carpenter.” '

The dying man consented, aud the pictares wefs = -
burnt.  But the heir to whom they were left (v



